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ware, china, glassware, linens, towels, playing cards, 
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5826 S. Western Ave., Chicago IL 60636. 






The Boston Division of the Railroad Enthusiasts, Inc., 
is planning rail excursions over the following railroads 
for 1972. The Boston and Maine, Penn Central, Bangor and 
Aroostook, and Montpelier and Barre. Plus other main 
line, branch line and short line specials. The trips are 
tentative and flyers will be sent out as soon as they 
are confirmed and scheduled. For further information, 
write: Railroad Inthusiasts, Inc., P. 0. Box 136=RT, 
Ward Hill, Mass. 01830. 
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ON THE COVER: The FLYING SCOTSMAN touches San Francisco soil. 
Photo by Message Media. See article elsewhere in this issue. 
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LETTERS 


Regarding the news item in RIN no. 20 roe is 
christening the Seattle-San Diego train the STARLIGHT, a more 
appropriate name for this train is the WEST COASTER. The STAR-. 
LIGHT denotes an overnight train and everyone knows that serv: 
ice along this route is in the daytime. The WEST COASTER woul 
also revive the name of an old-time SP train that ran from § 
Portland to Los. Angéles via the San Joaquin Valley. I am af- | 
raid that Amtrak missed the bus in this matter. 

The fact that the southbd train will run a half-hour earlier 
is indeed amsing, considering that this. train is late most of 
the time. Example: on Aug. 29 I was at the Salinas SP depot to 
pick up a relative arriving from Oakland. The CASCADE, due at 
11:48, did not arrive until 1:28pm. How Amtrak hopes to keep 
this train on the advertised by an earlier departure from the 
Northwest is beyond my comprehension. But I do wish the corp- 
oration and this train the best of luck. 

Elmer Lagorio 







Carmel, Calif. 


Enclosed is a $4.00 check for a one-year gift vileesliglton | 
to Rail Travel Newsletter... . . 
Keep up the good work. Yours is the best of its kind. The | 
Paul Rayton articles are priceless. I have told many about 
your newsletter. 
J. Gary Dillen 
Akron, Ohie 


ese. Shortly after the train (COAST DAYLIGHT) pulled out, 
about 8 minutes late, I decided to walk forward to see the — 
train. I encountered the conductor in the next car. "What seat 
are you in? Go back to your seat!" he snapped. I went back, 
got the seat number, and went forward again. He was in the | 
same car now. "Go back to your seat. Where are you going?" ¢ 
I said I was walking forward. "Why do you want to walk for-. 
ward?" he snarled. I trotted back to my seat. He soon picked 
up my ticket. I asked, politely, what the delay was leaving 
Los Angeles. "Why do you want to know?" was his answer. There 
is a man who deserves the Rusty Spike Award. (I should have 
said "Shazam! I'm Captain Amtrackt")... 

Name Withheld 







San Francisco, Calif. 
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AMTRAK ANTICIPATES A HUGE DEFICIT 


In a report disturbing to rail users, the Wall Street 
Journal (Oct. 4) stated that Amtrak is preparing to ask 
Congress for an emergency appropriation of more funds to 
keep it operating. The paper quoted an anonymous railroad — 
executive as saying that a daily 300-mile run his read 
makes for Amtrak costs $11 a mile to operate while revenues 
ef only 60¢ a mile have been coming in, on the average. 

He complained that while there were only passengers enough 
fer one or two cars, Amtrak "insists on six or seven cars 
every day." 

The example was to point up the fact that operating costs 
are much greater than Amtrak had anticipated. $160 million 
will likely be the amount requested of Congress. But, said 
the Journal, a political furor is expected, since Amtrak 


- had assured Congress initially that the $1,0 million plus 


$100 million in guaranteed leans that Amtrak started with 
would be enough to held it until it reached the break-even 
point, expected in about two years. Amtrak's current pro- 
jections are for a loss of $150 million a year. Amtrak's 
President, Roger Lewis, reportedly wants to use the initial 
capital for capital improvements such as new equipment, and 
ask Congress to allot money to cover operating deficits. 

NARP Chairman Anthony Haswell reacted negatively to the 
news (see Quotes, p. 12), again criticizing Amtrak's mode 
of operation—letting the railroads run the trains and then 
attempting to foot the bill without direct control over the 
train operators. He criticized the lack of a consumer voice 
on Amtrak's board of directors and the cerporation's silence 
concerning details of its operations (it has not yet filed 
a detailed report the ICC has requested). Said Haswell: 

We have evidence that on-time performance of a lot of trains 
is lousy--no better than before and in some cases worse—but 
Amtrak won't even release information on that subject." 

Amtrak is now talking with the DOT about money matters. 

It is possible that the amount requested of Congress may 
run as high as $300 million, to cover all operating losses 
for the first two years. 

But to rail users, perhaps the most discouraging comment 
of all came from Henry F. Davenport, vice president for pas- 
senger services with the Illinois Central: "In many respects 
it can be regarded as a laboratory in which we are testing 
the need for rail passenger service. Say we do spend $500 
million or $600 million on it in the next few years and then 
decide to scrap it. So what? It will have been worth it to 
settle the question once and for all." 
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AMTRAK SCHEDULE DELAYED -- NEY TRAIN NAMES, NUMBERS APPEAR 


As we reported in issue 19, Amtrak is renumbering the trains 


in its nationwide system. 
the third forthcoming schedule. 


Also, many of them will be renamed in 
The effective date of the time- 


table has been moved to Nov. 14, instead of Oct. 31. For the first 
time, the Official Guide printers will not print the schedules. 


The job went to an Atlanta firm. 


type by hand.) 
We list below the new names and numbers of mst of the trains 
as they are expected to appear in the third timetable: 


NEW NO. 


1-2 


99 


NEW NAME 


Sunset Limited 

Super Chief 

City of San Francisco 

Denver Zephyr (on days City 
of S.F. does not run) 

Empire Builcer 

North Coast Hiawatha 
Hiawatha (Chic.—Minneapolis 
lL, days a week) 


Coast Starlight 

Coast Daylight (4 days/week) 
Texas Chief 

National Limited 

Broadway Limited 

Keystone 


(The Official Guide still sets 


NAME IN PREVIOUS SCHEDULE 


Sunset 
Super Chief/El Capitan 
none 


Denver Zephyr 
Empire Builder 
none (North Coast Limited) 


none 


none (Cascade) 

none (Coast Daylight) 
Texas Chief 

Spirit of St. Louis 
Broadway Limited 
Duque sne 


Fast Flying Virginian (eastbd Chic.-Boston; extended serv— 
ice. Formerly James “Ihitcomb Riley & George Washington) 

James Whitcomb Riley (westbd Boston-Chic; extended service. 
Formerly George Washington & James Whitcomb Riley) 


South Wind (temporary name) 
City of New Orleans 

Lake Shore 

Mohawk 

Niagara 

(to be named later) 

Seneca 

Silver Star 

Silver Meteor 

Silver Champion 

Florida Special (eff. 12/17) 


South Vind 
City of New Orleans 
none (PC 68-69) 
(Empire Service) 

| ” 


| R 
Le 8 
Silver Star 
Silver keteor 

Champion 


none 


Silver Star (Auburndale-Miami connection) 

South Wind (Jacksonville-Miami connection) 

Fast Flying Virginian (Charlottesville-Newport News conn. ) 
James Whitcomb Riley (Newport News-Charlottesville conn.) 
120~123 Morning Executive (Metroliner, express Wash-NY & New Haven— 


Wash.) 


124-125 Afternoon Executive (Metroliner, express Wash-New Haven & 


131 
i i 
140 


NY-Wash) 


Congressional (New York—ashington) 
Free State (Washington-New York) 


Fairfield (New York-New Haven) 


141-144, Connecticut Yankee (Washington-Springfield) 
142-143 Charter Oak (Springfield-New York) 

Bay State (Boston-Washington via Springfield) 
Free State (New Haven-iashington) 

150-151 Yankee Clipper (TurboTrain) 


145 
147 
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NEW NO. NEW NAME PREVIOUS NAME (IF APPLICABLE) 

160-161 East Wind (New York-Boston) 

162-163 Narragansett (New York-Boston) 

165 Patriot (Boston-New York) 

170 Bay State (Washington-Boston via Springfield) 

171-172 Southern Crescent (Washington-Boston) 

173-174 Colonial (Yiashington-Boston) 

175-178 Senator (Washington-Boston) 

176 Patriot (Washington-New Haven) 

180 Bunker Hill (Philadelphia-Boston) 

181 Valley Forge (Boston-Philadelphia) 

182-183 Merchants Limited (Boston-Philadelphie) 

301~30), Prairie State The Limited 

302=~303 Abraham Lincoln Abraham Lincoln 

320-321, 322-323, 324-325, 326-327 "Hiawatha Servicer, 
Chicago-kilwaukee. 326—7 is added train. 

360~361 Wolverine none (PC 14-17, Chic-Detroit) 

362-363 St. Clair none (PC 356-355, 1 re 

390-391 Shawnee Shawnee 

640-641 West Virginian West Virginian (B&0 85) 

642-643 West Virginian West Virginian (B&O 12-11) 

775-776 San Diegan San Diegan (ATSF 75~76) 

777-778 San Diegan San Diegan (ATSF 77-78) 

195-196 (to be named later) BN 195-196, Seattle—Portland 

198-199 (to be named later) BN 198-199, Seattle-Portland 


Besides the trains listed above, there will be 12 daily round 
trips of Metroliners New York-Washington, numbered 100-119. 
There will be clocker service, as we reported earlier, New York=- 
Washington on the hour between 7am and 8pm, including the Metro- 
liner runs. 


The entire Northeast Corridor service is being revamped, and 
some of the train names in the table do not correspond to pres- 
ently scheduled trains, so the previous name has been omitted. 


It's obvious that the new Amtrak schedule is going to be the 
most thoroughly-studied one yet. Train watchers will need some 
time to digest all the changes. Consist changes will also be 
shown, adding to the complexity of the revamping. 


FLYING SCOTSMAN REACHES SAN FRANCISCO 


The famous steam train, owned by British businessman Alan 
Pegler, pulled up alongside the boarded-up Western Pacific 
station in Oakland at 5:30pm Sept. 27, 2 hours late on its 
run from Oroville behind a slow freight. A good crowd was 


the event well. 


The media covered 


Two days later at 5pm in San Francisco, the WP barge LAS 


feathers", as in Feather River) dram 


atically nudged against pier 43 near Pisherman's Wharf, bear 


ing the train split into 2 sections. 
saw this sight, the media ignoring it. 


Only a few railfans 
But it was a far. 
more engaging event to some than the Oakland arrival. In less 


than an hour, the engine was towed off the barge (see cover) 


and the Londonesque day ended with the season's first downpour. 
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ON-TIME PERFORMANCE OF THE CASCADE 


One of the hottest topics among West Coast train watchers 
is the tardiness of Amtrak train 11-98-80 (nerthbd 79-99-12), 
the tri-weekly CASCADE. RIN gathered data about its arrival 
times southbd at Los Angeles over a 36—day period (Aug. 2% 
Oct. 3). The times include those of the COAST DAYLIGHT. For 
comparison, we examined the westbd arrival times of the SU- 
PER CHIEF/EL CAPITAN. Here are the results: 


Ceast Train Super Chief 


en tine 11 33 These figures speak fer ~ 
0'15" late 5 1 themselves. "On time" was 
0130" late 8 2 defined as no more than 5 
0°45" late 1 mins late. For most "on 
1:00" late 3 time" arrivals, the SUPER 
1115" late 1 CHIEF was 5-10 mins early. 
1130" late Thus the coast trains were 
1°45" late on time 30% of the time, 
2'00" late 1 | the SUPER CHIEF 92%. Of the 
2'15" late 1 11 on-time Coast arrivals, 
2'30" late 2 only 1 was for the CASCADE 
reater™ 3 (Oct. 1). The latest arriv- 


#5205, 3:10, 4:25 ence each. al time for the DAYLIGHT 
was 1 hr 10 mins. It is 
virtually impossible to connect with the SUPER CHIEF from 
the Coast trains, since there is a 10-min connection, and 
the CHIEF no lenger waits more than about 10 extra minutes. 


NEW SCHEDULES OF WESTERN TRAINS : : ie 
Listed belew are the new schedules effective Nov. or 
trains on SP lines. No changes for the SUNSET LIMITED. 
Train 5 (CITY OF SF) lv Ogden lipm (MT), ar Oakland 3:15pm, 
San Francisco 3:45pm (PT). 
” eres 6 (CITY OF SF on San Francisco 8:30am, lv Oakland 
:O0am, ar Ogden 3:00am 8 
i Train 11 (coast STARLIGHT) lv Portland 3:45pm, ar Oakland 
8:05am (at Oakland it becomes train 12). 
frain 12 (COAST STARLIGHT tri-weekly, or COAST DAYLIGHT) 
ly S.F. 8:05am, lv Oakland 8:35am, ar Les Angeles 6:45pm. 
frain 13 (COAST STARLIGHT tri-weekly, or COAST DAYLIGHT) af 
lv LeA. 10:15am, ar Oakland 8:40pm, ar S.F. 9:10pm. Tri- 
weekly it becomes train 1, at Oakland. . 
frain ls (COAST STARLIGHT) lv S.F. 8:40pm, lv Oakland 
9:10pm, ar Portland 1:30pm. : , 
Daily thru service between San Francisco and San Diego 
will be inaugurated, leaving San Diego tentatively at 7am. 
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AUTO-TRAIN PREPARES TO HIGHBALL 


The Auto-Train Corporation, at 8pm on Dec. 6, will begin rolling 
its first car-carrying passenger train out of Alexandria, Virginia, 
toward Sanford, Florida, 37 miles from Disney World. The new Dis- 
ney fantasy land opened Oct. 1. A full-page ad in the N.Y. Mmes 
Oct. 4& announced details of the unique run. 

Auto-Train has purchased 10 bi-level dome passenger cars from 
Santa Fe, 7 Zephyr dome coaches from Western Pacific (see RTN no. 
20), and about 6 sleepers from Union Pacific. Along with other 
equipment, including enclosed auto carriers, the cars will make a 
non-stop run, arriving in Florida at llam. The train leaves from 
Auto-Train's own new terminal 15 miles south of Washington D.C., 
adjoining Interstate highway 95. It arrives at another new Auto— 
Train terminal in Sanford. Besides its proximity to Disney World, 
Sanford is within a short driving distance of Daytona Beach, the 
Tampa-St. Petersburg area, and the Ft. Lauderdale-Miami area. 

The passenger cars are being thoroughly renovated and redecorated 
for the run. Auto-Train President Eugene Garfield says they are 
"being modified to conform with our objective of bringing a new en- 
vironmental approach to passenger rail service." The corporation 
boasts that the reclining seats have more leg room than a car or 
plane—"even a 747." 

Use of the sleepers costs $40 extra for a double bedroom, includ 
ing room service, TV in your room, and "some other nice things.# 
The basic one-way fare is $190 for any car with up to & people. 
If a car can legally hold mre than 4, the rest pay $15 apiece. 

Auto-Train promises that movies will be showm for kids as the 
train gets underway, while adults have cocktails and complimentary 
hors d'oeuvres the first hour. At 9pm a complimentary "sit—dowm 
buffet" with "everything from lobster to Beef Wellington to a great 
selection of French pastries" is served. The kids will have had 
hot dogs and other snacks with their movie. 

Next come two movies, followed by coffee and a free snack. For 
adults, a "glass-domed starlite leunge" will be open from 9pm to 
3am. There's also a night club car with entertainment, and a more 
intimate downstairs lounge. 

Starting at 7:30am free continental breakfasts are served. With 
advance notice, the train will provide special dietary requirements. 
Each train will carry an "adults-only" car. A stewardess will 

be on duty in each car, and in the event of a medical emergency, 
the train will stop at the next "major city" where a physician will 
be on ° 

Twelve enclosed bi-level auto carriers will be on each of the 
trains (Auto-Train will have 2 sets of trains initially), with a 
planned capacity of 90 to 104 cars. The passenger cars seat 350. 
Car loading operations and terminal layouts are innovative, accord- 
ing to Auto-Train. A car can be loaded on in less than one minute. 
First car on is the first one off. The corporation requires that 
cars be ready to load an hour before departure. An Auto-Train man 
drives each car—fully insured while in transit—into the carriers. 

Any towed vehicle, such as a U-haul trailer, will be accepted with 
a car at the cost of a second full fare. Once loaded, passengers 
have no access to their autos. 

Auto-Train entered into a 15-year contract with SCL and RF&P to 
use their lines. The railroads receive operating expenses plus 
20% and a share in profits. The corporation plans to expand oper— 
ations in the future to other routes. Evidently the public sees a 

good future for them, as 700,000 shares of their stock at $10 per 
share sold out in 14 hours last July 15. 
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Mixed Train of Thoughts 


A LOS ANGELES-Salt Lake City run is in the offing, Amtrak 
says—-hopefully by Jan. 15. It might also restore coast—to-— 
coast sleepers between N.Y. & either L.A. or S.F. via Chi- 
cago next summer. A Nevada Representative earlier asked Am 
trak to run a "fun train" from L.A. to Las Vegas... SILVER 
CHAMPION, formerly CHAMPION, is rumored to run soon between 
Boston and Florida... THE DOT may spend $460 million to 
improve Northeast Corridor service (New Hampshire to Virgin- 
ia) in the near future. Inter-city trains might run as often 
as every half hour. At the same time, the DOT announced the 
release of $1.145 billion for a 3-month period for highways 
..e CANADIAN NATIONAL increased passenger fares by 10-15% 
October 1... AMTRAK'S PUBLICITY campaign is doing just fine. 
A 2nd-grader in the Berkeley schools brought his Amtrak but- 
ton to "show and tell", and not one of his 25 classmates 
knew what Amtrak was. However his teacher came to the rescue 
and declared it a new airline!... WE ASKED rhetorically 
last time how BN can run an hour late Seattle-—Portland. An 
answer comes from Bill Anderson: "for the past 6 yrs this 
line has been the scene of delays and slow orders on an al- 
most unending basis. During the lst 4 mos of 1968 train 408 
reached Portland within 5 mins of its scheduled time less 
than 5% of the time. The installation of welded rail and 
CTC caused some, but by no means all, of the problem..." 
THE SHAWNEE has been running (besides IC cars) L&N coaches 
and a NP Holiday lounge (parlor-lounge) off the Seattle to 
Portland trains... PASSENGER COUNTS for your edification: 
westbd SUPER CHIEF/EL CAP out of Albuquerque 9/18—80 slpr, 
155 coach; northbd CASCADE out of L.A. 9/19—=25 slpr, 135 
coach; northbd out of Oakland 9/22—25 slpr, 75 coach; E- 
PIRE BUILDER eastbd out of Yakima 9/28--34 slpr, 53 coach... 
FAMILY TAKING train for lst time Sept. 19 had flown S.F. 
to San Diego, noticed train from their hotel, didn't know 
it ran to S.F., so called Santa Fe for info, cashed in air- 
line tickets and rode train back to S.F.... RAILFAN REMARKED 
to SP trainman on CASCADE about the frequent crew changes 
(San Jose, Oakland, Davis...), and his reply: "Oh, the rail- } 
road doesn't have to pay for this." Amtrak, get your own ] 
people}... RECENT RAIL tour of perimeter of U.S. prompted 
comment from rail traveler that EMPIRE BUILDER had the best 
diner... EXCURSION PLANNERS still battling railroads. Lat- 
est stumbling block: BN refuses to haul heavy-weight private 
cars. Presumably edict doesn't include its ovm office cars. 
Meanwhile Amtrak continues to lose excursion profits...— 
FLORIDA SPECIAL will run. SOUTH WIND will change to evening 
departure from Chicago, making better connection to Florida 
for travelers in Midwest... 
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KEEPING TRACK 


>eeWith Paul Rayton 


(A reguler RIN feature. 


Fach issue presents enother 


review-critique of a selected pre-Amtrak train. ) 


SOUTHERN CRESCENT (Part I) 


Date: December 30, 1970 


We had a hard time getting on the 
SOUTHERN CRESCENT, largely because the 
ticket agents in Fhiladelphia were so 
incompetent. I couldn't get one shred 
of information from them about ticket- 
ing—they had apparently not heard of 
the through car to Los Angeles via New 
Orleans, and my questions were too 
technical for them to handle. 

It was quite simple, really. We 
had Bedroom E in car SW-2 reserved 


| from New Orleans to Los Angeles. As an 
| afterthonght, we decided to ride this 


all the way from Philadelphia, taking 
advantage of the night in New Orleans. 
So we wanted to get Bedroom E for the 
rest of the distance, to avoid chang- 
ing rooms. 

First the ticket agent told me I 
had to go through Chicago, then at my 


. insistence on getting on the SOUTHERN 
| CRESCENT said that it was "sold out." 
| Finally an alternative was proposed: 


we would buy coach tickets to Washing- 


' ton and sit in the raggedy old Penn 


Central coaches that far, when we would 
—nossibly—be esble to set space. Me 

did just that, and found plenty of 

seat space in Washington. In fact, there 
was one coach that had two people as 
its entire load. But I'm getting ahead 
of myself. 

We arrived at the 30th St. Station 
in Philadelphia about 45 minutes before 
the scheduled departure of the SOUTHERN 
CRESCENT. Suddenly I noticed an announ- 
cement that the CRESCENT would arrive 
at 5:15pm, 35 minutes late. Only 90 
miles out from point of origin and half 
an hour late already! We ccped for the 


| interin, hovering inside some doors near 


the track entrance, anxious eyes peering 
down the tracks now and then in search 
of our long lost train. 

When it finally pulled in, I spotted 


the red border of the SP car and we head- 


ed for that, that being where we really 
wanted to ride. I explained the situa- 
tion to the Porter and Conductor. We 
were given tentative clearance to sit in 


SvW-1, Bedroom E while we waited to see if 


that space had been sold. 


While we'd waited for the CRES- 
CENT to show up, the southbound SCL 
CHAMPION had come and gone—on time. 

I had watched it wistfully, thinking © 
to myself that there was a real train. 
People had been sitting in the dining 
car, and I could almost taste the club 
sandwiches they were eating. How I 
wished I was getting on that instead 

of this train. Alas, no time for sighs. 
Into the car and off we go. 

Meeting and boarding an SP sleeper 
(a 10/6) in Philadelphia on that cold 
December day was kind of exciting, 
like meeting an old friend in som exo- 
tic foreign country... Oh not This car 
has no heat! Our bedroom mirror has 
frost on it! What's wrong, I ask the 
Porter. He didn't know, other than 
that it was cold all through these Sou- 
thern Railway cars at the end of the 
train. 

It was fun for awhile, sitting 
there all bundled up, looking out the 
windows at frozen cityscapes rushing 
by. The track was smooth (maintained 
for Metroliners, no doubt) and we 
whipped right along. Dowright im 
pressive—if only it would last. If 
only it wasn't so cold! 

We coped with the cold, had another 
discussion abcut our tickets with a 
Trainman, and finally, rats that we 
were, deserted our frozen bedroom .and 
started making a seemingly endless trek 
forward, searching for a car with heat. 

The eternal optimist in us was re- 
warded. Tne two coaches—-Penn Central 
yet—at the extreme front end had heat 
(Hurrah!), so we sat down in an aged 
PRR coach and mumbled various unprinta- 
bles about no heat and the blood-curd- 
ling coffee PC served. Odd that an 
allegedly "prestige" train would be so 
cold, and the much despised PC cars up 
front had what heat there was to be 
found. 

In Washington D.C. we had a 35-min- 
ute stop, according to the timetable. 

I assumed they would expedite things to 
try to get back on time, but no, we 
used the full 35 minutes while through 
cars from New York were joined with 
other cars originating there in D.C. 
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Here we had to change cars. Still 
waiting for definite word on the bed- 
room, we settled into seats 51 and 52 
of car Nl,. 


Not only did the "new" cars have 
heat, here in Washington the train 
finally got a real dining car, and 
with the hour now being about 7:30pm, 
we were right hungry. From our coach 
seats we—and the rest of the train— 
all had to weave back through three 
sleeping cars to reach the diner. 

I pitied the poor folks who were sit- 
ting three or four coaches forward— 
they would have some seven cars to 
negotiate to get to the diner. 

After a lengthy, and crowded, 
wait in line in the passageway adja- 
cent to the kitchen, we were finally 
seated by a rather crusty and quite 
proper Steward. He was the quintes- 
sence of my preconception of a South- 
ern Gentleman. He presented the menu 
with a flourish. 

The Southern Railway dining cars 
were auite complete, both in place 
setting and edible fare. The complete 
dinner prices then spanned a range 
from 23.00 (for Omelet with Tomatoes) 

to $4.75 (for Prime Rib of Beef, Natu- 
roi Betreen those there was vies 
Broiled Fish, lemon butter ($3.30); 
Roast Younz Turkey, dressing, cran- 
berry sauce ($3.60); or Country Ham 
Steak, natural gravy ($4.15). All the 
dinners included appetizer, two of 
the four listed vegatables, salad, 
dessert and beverage. 

I opted for the Prime Rib, to be 
preceded by the hot consommé. The 
consomme was hot and fairly good. 

The Prime fib was slightly tough, 
though cooked as requested. If it 
was "Natural," as per the menu, that 
steer must have been raised in a 
desert (I chuckled to myself), so 
lacking were the vital natural juices. 
My wife had chosen the Omelet, which 
was fluffy and light. She said it was 
Noutstandins," and it was a most ex- 
citing and colorful entree. 

The vegetables were served correct- 
ly, in sice dishes, and were passable. 
I think the peas were canned. If they 
aren't usins fresh vegetables the least 
they could do would be to use frozen 
brands. Other varieties available were 
green beans, Harvard beets (good!), and 
"flaked" potatoes. 
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The salad was a lettuce, pine- 
apple and cottage cheese affair 
served with French dressing. The 
salad was all right but the dress- 
ing was only average. Dessert 
choices were practically nonex- 
istent, being apple pie, or ice 
cream, or a half grapefruit. The 
pie was somewhat above average, 
but with doughy crust. 

When I criticize food or its 
preparation and/or presentation, 

I am judging by the severest of 
standards. I know that a dining 
car is capable of serving—~and I 
expect it to serve-—dishes that 
would please the most finicky of 
palates. If I say that something 
is weak, or tough, or tasteless, 

I don't mean to say that it is to 
be dismissed on the spot as just 
"another American train with lousy 
food." If the food is that bad, 
I'll say so right away. In this 
instance, while I have my differ— 
ences with the chefs, etc., I'd 
stiil have to rate this dining car 
as one of the better diners in the 
country, especially considering 
the prevailing prices. 

After dinner we sat and sipped 
coffee (Peggy) and tea (me). The 
coffee was served in an individual 
silver pot, and the tea in a china 
teapot, as it should be. 

When it became obvious that the 
crew wanted to clean up, we left 
and headed back to find the Conduc- 
tor. We were given good news: if 
our desired bedroom was not taken 
upon departure from Lynchburg (Va.), 
it would be ours. It wasn't, so 
about midnight we effected our move 
from coach to sleeper. 

After the usual settling-in 
rituals, complicated by the various 
movements of the train, we retired. 
Unfortunately, the Southern Railway 
roadbed, for all their "innovations" 
talk, is not very good. I'd have to 


grade it "C-" and sleep was, at best, 


difficult. 

Came the dam. jfWhen I was fin- 
ally able to correlate a station 
with my timetable, I discovered that 
in spite of our apparent great speed 
during the night we were now five 
additional minutes late. I was 
thankful we hadn't sone any faster, 
though, or I might have slept on the 
floor-involuntarily. 


4Amproved. 
‘er spell over bleak winter landscapes. 





We had breakfast before arriving 
in Atlanta. The breakfasts were again 
reasonably priced, the "works" for from 
$1.50 (two eggs) to $2.10 (Broiled Su- 
gar Cured Bacon with Eggs). The break- 
fast was ample, quite good, and well 
served. Some remarkably good grits 
were included, smooth and warm. 

Arrival in Atlanta was at 9:35am, 
just 40 minutes late. We lost more 
time there playing "msical cars", so 
got out 45 minutes late. But we had 


gained a dome car! 


The weather was not particularly 
inviting this day. Cold, snowy driz-— 
zle oozed down the windows of the 


- Pullman-Standard (flat window) dome 


car. About an hour out of Atlanta 
the precipitation stopped and viewing 
Tne leaden sky cast a som 


The brightest color was the reddish 
earth peeking out now and then. The 
rain-drenched trees were dark browm 
skeletons. 

We rode along, with the roadbed 
seemingly a bit smoother than that 


of the previous nighttime. I walked 


through the train, looking at the 
passengers. We had let off a lot of 
people in Atlanta, but had picked up 
nearly as many replacements. Of 
course, with the holidays (and tri- 
weekly operation) you would expect 

a heavy load. We had some 5 coaches 
and 8 sleeping cars in the consist. 
At the end of the train four of these 
sleepers were completely unoccupied. 
At first I thought them to be dead- 
heading. Then I found an attendant 
who told me that these were for sey— 
eral private groups being picked up 
in Birmingham, Alabama. 

One of the most distinctive items 
found aboard the SOUTHERN CRESCENT is 
the "publicity packet" awaiting every 
passenger in the sleeping cars. It 
starts out with an ingenuous "welcome 
aboard" to you from the President of 
the Southern Railway himself, and con- 
tains various booklets, papers, a time- 
table, and even a "Junior Railroader" 
badge for the kids~all to get you 
ready for a pleasant trip. Itisa 
very stunning and inviting presenta- 
tion, especially if you're used to get- 
ting a room plain. 


(c) 1971 Paul Rayton; all rights reserved. 


“basis for $2.20. 
and the fish, both of which were good 
din their own average sort of way. - 


It was soon time for lunch. Four 
complete selections were listed on the 
luncheon menu, ranging from $2.85 to 
$3.30. The offerings were generically 
identical to the dinner menu: Broiled 
or Fried Fish, tartar sauce; Chicken 
Pan Pie, family style; Baked Sugar 
Cured Ham, raisin sauce; and Cheese 
or Ham Omelet (3 eggs). These same 
items were available on an a la carte 
We tried the ham 


Tae most unusual part of this meal 
was the vegetable-—garden spinach. 
It must have been made from fresh spin- 
ach, right out of the fields, for I 
have never in all my days tasted spin- 
ach like this. Strong! is only half 
the story, for it certainly hadn't 
been worked over and denatured by any 
preserving process. Adding lemon did 
not help, and I finally had to abandon 
its bitterness as too sharp for me. 

The salad was Head Lettuce, with 
French dressing. I didn't think the 
lettuce was so great—it seemed a lit- 
tle wilted. For dessert we had Blue- 
berry Cheese Cake which was light and 
cheesy. We were not rushed away from 
the table after lunch, so we took time 
to relax, sip our coffee and ice tea 
and take in the everchanging panorama 
outside. We had progressed enough now 
that we were seeing infrecuent patches 
of clear blue sky and the Ttgnting ef- 
fects were exciting. 


A word about the dining car. 
The utensils were real silver ware, 
and the china service was obviously 
custom-designed. J noticed that 
there was a consistent pattern, 
sort of—-all the plates and saucers 
had a dual blue-green border around 
the edge, with a narrow brown cir- 
cle farther inside the plate. Some 
of the plates were rather ashen-col- 
ored whereas the majority of them 


_were of white china. 


I examined the undersides of 
several of the white patterns, but 
found no identification. Turning 
over one of. the ashen saucers, there 


** was what I sought: "Southern Railway 


1955." Some of the real stuff! The 
other, white china must have been a 
replacement order which had not been 
specifically identified. 


In the next issue Paul Rayton concludes the SOUTHERN CRESCENT 


article, and the following issue continues his coast-to-coast 


thru sleeper trip on the SUNSET. 
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QUOTES OF THE WEEK *** 
"It's going to hit the Hill like a ton of bricks. 


Sparks will fly. Wetre not going to stand by while they 


bleed more money out of Congress and the taxpayers just 
te throw down their rat hole. They'll continue to lose 
enormous sums as long as they use this abominable con- 
tract system under which the railreads keep operating 
the trains for thea." 
— Anthony Haswell, quoted in Wall 
Street Journal Oct. 4 concerning 
Amtrak's need for more money 
"Transportation politics is fine-print and hidden-pres- 
sure stuff; the real stakes are concealed in the coded 
pronouncements of regulatory agencies and secret options 
on land around new highway routes." 
-~-Christepher Lydon reviewing trans~ 
portation books in N.Y. Times Book 
Review Sept. 26 | 
“As a mode of transporting people and goods, the iron 
wheel and a rail still make a combination hard to beat." 
| -~Walter J. Hickel in Saturday Rev- 
iew Oct. 2 


COMMUTING AND RAPID TRANSIT 


Mere on the BART Oakland Subway Dedication 


BART has gone to great lengths to insure safety of 
subway users. At the 19th & Broadway station, for exam 
ple, is a bullet-proof glass information booth. To use 
a restroom, a patron speaks to the booth attendant who 
presses one of two buttons labelled "Men" and "Women". 
One of two doors in a nearby wall opens electronically 
and lights go on inside. Only one party at a time my 
enter, under control of the attendant. We'd planned to 
have a picture section on the dedication in this issue, 
but space did not permit. We'll try again shortly. 


New York Gets First of New Subway Cars 

Early this month four cars from St. Louis Car Co. ar 
rived in New York for testing on the IND, BMT and Stat~ 
en Island Rapid Transit Systems. A total of 352 have 
been ordered. Two Democratic City Council members who 
had not been invited to the press showing criticized 
the cars, calling the preview a "road show to help put 
over the upcoming $2.5 billion transportation bond 
issue. 4 spokesman for William Ronan denied the 


allegation. 
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IS SHOT. DON'T IVOW IF I CAN GET 
oe CAPN AFTRACK WAnIs 

US TO RIDE His TRA! 
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RTN's normal mailing schedule is 1 week after date of issue. 
Our news you will note, is only a day or two before 
date of mai » The next issue Oct. 18) will be late. It 
will be mailed about Oct. 30. This is because the editor 


is taking an extended trip on Amtrak this month. 
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| EDI TORTAL 

After a summer of Amtrak operation, what can be said about Anerican 
train service and its chances for survival? ) 

We have been told that Amtrak is losing money—much more money than 
forecast. Does this come as any surprise to train watchers? The rail- 
roads for many years said they.were losing money on passenger trains. 
Some of their figures were known to. be exaggerated, but cléarly only in 
isolated instances was there any longer a profit to be had under the old 
ways of doing business. 7s sal 

So did we need Amtrak to step in merely to confirm that the old ways 
are no longer profitable? ‘le needed Amtrak to take over the passenger 
system and run it on a more modern basis, and especially with more concern 
for the consuzer—the rail traveler. That most of those consumers had been 
lost to other modes of transport is a fact of life, and another enormus 
job facing Actrak was--and is—to again build up a market for rail travel. 
We have no other alternative than to rebuild our rail travel network.. How 
many tires have you heard the remark that if we didn't have rail technology 
we'd have to invent it? 

But can any meaningful generalizations be made from the experience of 
one summer of Amtrak? Can we conclude that people are taking back to. the 
rails now that the trains are "worth traveling again?" Can we conclude 
that there is no real market for train travel since the nation seems to 
function adequately with many fewer trains than it had even a year ago? 

Of course it's impossible to answer these questions yet, since there 
has yet been no aGequate test made of American public response to a suita~. 
ble nationwide system. Amtrak has been operating only as a holding opera- 
tion, and we've yet to see the day when an efficient, reliable, pleasant, 
properly advertised passenger train system is given a test. | 

As a grassroots example of the current relationship between trains and 
the public, let's consider our most visible local route—the Coast route 
over which a tri-weekly train runs between Seattle and San Diego and over 
which a San Francisco-Los Angeles train operates the other four days cf 
the week. , ; 

- The b-day—a-week COAST DAYLIGHT was the only train SP never attempted 
to discontinue (at least within memory). It had many advantages, not the 
least of which was an extraordinarily scenic route. All summer long and 
during the Christmas season SP always ran an excellent dome car on this 
train. That alone made the trip worthwhile, though the presence of the 
horrendous automat food cars—often without even microwave ovens to heat 
the stale, preservative-laden gook the expensive machines spewed forth— 
made the trip depressing at the least. There were other depressing ele- 
ments. The low pre-Amtrak morale of many crew members, the removal of 
every small nicety that can make or break a trip-—-passengers endured these 
things but not surprisingly gradually trickled away. 

~ What happened when Amtrak took over? Well, the dome car went and the 
automat stayed. A lounge was added after awhile when a local railfan tele- 
graphed Amtrak. A bit later the lounge got an attendant. The route was 
changed to run from Oakland instead of San Francisco, which may or my not 
have affected patronage. 7 
So all in all the train has been domgraded, and most importantly no 
advertising has appeared (except for two rather blah newspaper announce- 
ments). We'd wager that not one person in a hundred in California knows 
that a train runs between the two metropolitan areas. 

- -Gan one draw any conclusions from ridership of the train, given these 
circumstances? Certainly none regarding the potential for train travel 
on the West Coast. Even railfans find the trip dull, when it could be a 
most exciting event given proper handling and merchandising. 

Then consider that there have been rail strikes and pending rail 
strikes for a goodly portion of the time since the Amtrak takeover. One 
can only conclude that no adequate test of rail travel potential has been 
made in this area. 

Conclusion: Amtrak needs more money to do an adequate job. Throwing 
money down the drain of old-fashioned train operations is not an adequate 
job. 


